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CONPIDENTIAL NEW DELHI 6572 

CALCUTTA 0705 POLLOWS. SENT TO NEW DELHI POR ACTION ON 26 APR 78. 
BEING RPT FOR YOUR ACT/INFO. 

QUOTE 

CONPIDENTIAL CALCUTTA 0705 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SREF, PINT, IN 

SUBJECT: DANDAKARANYA DESERTERS 

REF: (A) CALCUTE 0535, (B) CALCUTTA 0610, (C) CALCUTTA 061 1 

1 . IN A PRONT-PAGE ITEM ATTRIBUTED TO A STALE REPORTER 
THE BENGALI LANGUAGE DAILY ANANDA BAZAR PATRIKA ON APRIL 25 
SAYS THAT THE GOIS BORDER SECURITY PORCE HAS STRENGTHENED 
ITS PORCES AND HAS EXTENDED ITS PATROLLING IN THE 
SUNDERBANS AREA SO THAT THE REFUGEES PROM DANDAKARANYA 
DO NOT CROSS THE PRONTIER TO ENTER BANGLADESH. ON THE 
OTHER SIDE OP THE INTERNATIONAL BORDER, THE PAPER REPORTS, 

THE BANGLADESH RIFLES HAVE ALSO STRENGTHENED THEIR 
PATROLLING IN THE SATKHIRA-JOJODANGA AND BASANTPUR- 
HINGALGANJ AREAS TO STOP ANY INPLUX OF REFUGEES INTO 
BANGLADESH. ANANDA GOES ON TO SAY THAT SPEEDBOATS OF THE 
BANGLADESH RIFLES ARE PATROLLING AT LOCATIONS WHERE THE 
INTERNATIONAL BORDER RUNS IN THE MIDDLE OP THE RIVER. 
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2. WE HEAR THAT WEST BENGAL CHIEF MINISTER JYOTI 
BASU IS INTENSELY PREOCCUPIED WITH THE TROUBLESOME 
PROBLEM OP THE DANDAKARANYA REFUGEES, WHO CONTINUE TO 
SLIP PROM HASANABAD INTO THE SUNDERBANS AREA TO THE 
SOUTH, IN SOME CASES STEALING BOATS PROM THE LOCAL 
PEOPLE TO DO SO. THE CHIEF MINISTER REPORTEDLY TOLD 
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JOURNALISTS ON MONDAY THAT 6,000 REFUGEES HAVE GONE 
TO THE BAGNA FOREST IN THE SUNDERBANS AND HE HAS ALSO 
ATTRIBUTED TRUCULENT AND PROVICATIVE BEHAVIOR TO THEM. 
ALTHOUGH THE CAUSES OE THE HEAVY INELUX INTO WEST BENGAL 
OE THE REFUGEES EROM DANDAKARANAYA IN THE LAST WEEKS 
REMAIN UNCLEAR, WE ARE TOLD THAT THE CHINEE MINISTER 
ATTRIBUTES SIGNIEICANT RESPONSIBILITY TO 
CONGRESS(I) ELEMENTS AND PRESUMABLY ALSO TO MEMBERS OF 
THE CPI WORKING ALONG WITH CONGRESS(I). HE BELIEVES 
THAT THE REEUGEES ARE BEING MANIPULATED IN ORDER TO 
EMBARRASS HIS GOVERNMENT. 

3. EFEORTS BY THE REFUGEES TO CROSS THE INTERNATIONAL 
FRONTIER, THUS CONVERTING THE PROBLEM INTO A QUESTION 
BETWEEN INDIA AND BANGLADESH, AND ONE WITHCOMMUNAL 
OVERTONES, WOULD BE ONE OE THE WORST TURNS THE SITUATION 
COULD TAKE, FROM BASU'S POINT OF VIEW, BECAUSE IT 

WOULD PUT THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT IN A POSITION TO INTERVENE, 
IMPOSING CENTRAL POLICE AUTHORITY IN PLACE OF STATE POLICE 
AUTHORITY IN THE AEEECTED AREAS, INDICATING THAT THE 
MARXIST GOVERNMENT OE WEST BENGAL COULD NOT HANDLE 
THE SITUATION. 

4. ONE INDIVIDUAL WHO HAS BEEN BLAMED EOR THE 
INELUX IS RAM CHATTERJEE, A MINOR PARTY (MARXIST 
EORWARD BLOC) MEMBER OE THE LEFT FRONT GOWB. 
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CHATTERJEE VISITED DANDAKARANYA A MONTH OR SO BEEORE 
THE REFUGEE INFLUX BEGAN, AND ALTHOUGH HE HAS 
PROTESTED THAT HE DID NOTHING TO ENCOURAGE THE 
REFUGEES TO COME TO WEST BENGAL, IT APPEARS THAT HE 
MAY HAVE BEEN PRESENT, AND MADE NO OBJECTION, ON 
OCCASIONS WHEN OTHER SPEAKERS DID URGE THE REEUGEES 
TO LEAVE THE RESETTLEMENT AREA AND GO EAST TO 
BENGAL. WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE LEET FRONT COMMITTEE 
HAS CENSURED HIM EOR THIS IRRESPONSIBLE BEHAVIOR 
ALTHOUGH THE GOWB, INCLUDING THE CHIEE MINISTER, HAS 
DENFENDED CHATTERJEE BY SAYING THAT THE PROBLEM COULD 
NOT BE ATTRIBUTED TO ANY LEET FRONT MINISTER. 

MCCULLOCH 

UNQUOTE 

GOHEEN 
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